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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The Early Childhood Development certificate 
program is designed to prepare individuals to work 
with infant, toddlers, and other pre-school-aged 
children and their families in a variety of childcare 
provider settings and agencies. The program is based 
upon criteria developed by the National Association 
for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). 
Courses in this program are a componet of the 
National Child Development Associate (CDA) 
credentialing process.

PROGRAM ARTICULATION
All courses in the Early Childhood Development 
certificate program articulate into the Associate 
of Applied Science degree program in Early 
Childhood Education. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE
A student desiring to enroll in the Early Childhood 
Development certificate program must:

1.	 Submit the Northeast State Application for 
Admission to the Office of Admissions and 
Records.

2.	 Indicate Early Childhood Development 
certificate as the desired major on the Northeast 
State application form.

3.	 See a faculty advisor from the Early Childhood 
Education program prior to registering for 
classes.

TYPICAL PROGRAM OF STUDY
Course No.	 Course Title	 Credit Hours
Fall	
ECED 1310	 Intro to Early Childhood Education	 3
ECED 2310	 Safe, Healthy Learning Environments	 3 
ECED 2335	 Initial Practicum	 3
ECED 2380	 Language & Literacy in Early 		
		  Childhood	 3

Spring	
ECED 2315	 Early Childhood Curriculum	 3
ECED 2340	 Family Dynamics and Community	
		  Involvement	   3
ECED 2385	 Math & Science in Early Childhood	 3

Select one course from the following:	
ECED 2300	 The Mentoring Teacher	 3 
ECED 2312	 Administration of Early Childhood 	  
		  Programs	  3 
ECED 2320	 Infant, Toddler and Child Development	 3 
ECED 2360	 Development of Exceptional Children	 3 
ECED 2370	 Developmental Assessment	 3 
ECED 2390	 Creative Development	 3 

Total Credit Hours		  24

Students must complete learning support deficiencies in English and 
reading, or have appropriate entrances scores. 

Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences

GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT DISCLOSURE
As required by the U.S. Department of Education 
https://apps.northeaststate.edu/
GainfulEmployment/



TYPICAL JOB OPPORTUNITIES
Graduates of the Early Childhood Development 
certificate program may be employed as early 
childhood assistants and teachers in Head Start 
programs, private childcare centers, and family 
childcare homes.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mitzi Neeley, Coordinator
Early Childhood Education
Telephone: 423.354.2550
mineeley@NortheastState.edu

or

Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences
Telephone: 423.354.2457
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Northeast State Community College is part of the Tennessee Board of Regents system, Tennessee’s largest higher educa-
tion system, governing 40 post-secondary educational institutions with over 200 teaching locations. The TBR system 
includes 13 two-year colleges, 27 colleges of applied technology, and TN eCampus, providing programs to students 
across the state, country, and world. 

Northeast State Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, ethnic or national 
origin, sex, disability, age status as a protected veteran or any other class protected by Federal or State laws and regulations 
and by Tennessee Board of Regents policies with respect to employment, programs, and activities. The following person has 
been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Linda W. Calvert, Vice President for Institu-
tional Advancement and Culture, AffAct@NortheastState.edu, P.O. Box 246, Blountville, TN 37617-0246, 423.323.0222.
  
Northeast State Community College’s policy on nondiscrimination can be found at https://apps.northeaststate.edu/ie/
policymanual/pol.asp?p=254.

Northeast State Community College is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission 
on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award the associate degree. Northeast State also may offer credentials such as certificates 
and diplomas at approved degree levels. Questions about the accreditation of Northeast State Community College may 
be directed in writing to the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern 
Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097, by calling (404) 679-4500, or by using information available on SACSCOC’s 
website (www.sacscoc.org).


